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The  Council  was  opened  with  Prayer  hy  the  Moe- 
' e^atgr/ 

El  NG  thus  organized  and  prepared 
for  bufinefs  upon  notice  being  given, 
it  immediately  became  a queflion,  who 
were  the  parties  in  the  controverfy  be- 
fore the  Council.  ' The  Aggrieved, 
on  the  one  part,  contended  that  the 
I^ev.  Clark  Brown  and  his  Adherents  conftituted  one 
party,  and  themfelves  the  other.  The  adherents  of 
Mr.  Brown  contended,  ib^t  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Council,  but  that  the  coptroverfy  was  Jolely 
between  Mr.  Brown  and  his  Opponents. 

' After  carefully  examining  and  weighing  the  evL 
dence  offered  on  both  fides,itappeared  to  the  Coun. 
cil  that  a Committee  had  been  chofen  by  the  town 
to  oppofe  the  procurement  of  an  Aft  of  incorporation, 
and  alfo  to  meet  any  Committee  from  the  aggrieved 
to  attempt  an  accommodation ; that  Abner  Morgan 
£fq,  agent  of  the  town^  agreeably  to  the  advice  of 
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the  Co\in’s  Committee,  did  confent  to  fubmit  ibdf 
differences  to  a mutual  Council  ; that  the  SeleQmen 
aind  Committee  of  the  town  did  confent  to  this  mode  of 
terminating  their  unhappy  controverfy,  and  that  the 
town,  on  the  9th  inft.  did  vote  that  they  were  willing 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  and  his  opponents  Ihould 
have  a Council  to  fettle  their  difficulties — Where, 
upon,  Voted  that  this  Council,  from  the 

Statements  and  teftimonies  which  have  been  prefent- 
ed  before  them,  and  particularly  from  the  votes  of 
the  town  at  a meeting  in  March  9th  1801,  have  a 
right  to  confiderthe  Adherents  of  Rev.  Clark  Brown 
as  united  with  him  rn  the  determination  and  iff'ue  of 
the  Council  ; and  on  this  bafis,  that  they  conffftently 
can,  and  ought  to  proceed  in  the  invefligation  and 
fettiementof  thedifficulties  which  now  fubfifl  between 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  and  his  Adherents  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  aggrieved  pf  the  town  of  Brimfield  on 
the  other  part. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  the  meeting  houfe 
» where  the  aggrieved  produced,  and  laid  before  the 
Council  the  following  Char^a  againft  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Brown, 

Art,  I.  RELIGIOUS  PRINCIPLES. 

That  he  denies  the  imputation  of  Adam’s 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chritt ; and  the  eternal  exift- 
ence  of  Chrift  and  his  Attributes  as  very  GOD.” 

Voted  Unanimot^y 

That  with  refped  to  the  allegations  under  this 
Article,  it  appears  to  the  Council  upon  examinationf 
that  the  aggrieved  profefled  to  be  fo  far  fatisfied  with 
Mr.  Brown’s  explanation  of  his  fentiments  upon  the 
dodrine  of  the  imputation  of  Adam’s  fin,  and  of 
Ch rift’s  righteoufnefs,  as  not  to  contend  with  him 
upon  thefe  points. 
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On  the  laft  point  the  Council  (ay,  that  tliey  do  not 
controvert  the  right  of  any  man  or  body  of  men,  to 
ju<  ge  for  themfelves  upon  religious  fubjefts,  nor  do 
they  prefume  to  e^tert  an  authoritative  controul  over 
their  ptivate  opinions.  At  the  fame  time,  confider, 
ing  that  this  Church  waS  edabliihed  on  the  doi^rine 
for  which  the  aggrieved  contend  ; and  that  this  doc- 
trine IS  generally  admitted  as  fundamental  in  thefe 
Churches,  the  Council  think  that  the  aggrieved  had 
rea(bn  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  indifereet  and  inu 
moderate  2eal  and  forwardnefs,  with  which  Mr^ 
Brown  has  endeavored  to  introduce  and  propagate 
peculiar  fentiments. 

Art.  II.  Defamatory  Difpojition<. 

^ He  has  almofl  indifcriminately  flandered  th^ 
Council  who  refulted  againft  him,  and  the  ntigh- 
boring  Minifters,  denominating  them  ignorant,  and 
leather-apron  Minifters,  who  would  not  be  admitted 
into  the  pulpits  in  Bofton,in  which  he  had  preached; 
and  if  they  were,  they  would  be  nothing  but  laughing 
flocks  to  the  people  that  heard  them.  That  he  ha^ 
alfo  repeatecly  charged  the  oppofition  generally  at>d 
indifcriminately  as  being  liars,  thieves  and  arunk« 
ards. 

Voted  Vnanimoufly^ 

That  it  appears  to  this  Council  that  Mr.  Bfowo 
has  repeatedly  indulged  himfelfin  ungenerous,  arro- 
gant and  defamatory  reproaches  of  the  Council  con- 
flfting  of  the  neighboring  Minifters  firft  invited  to 
inftal  him,  and  of  the  party  in  oppofilion  to  him. 
They  think  he  has  had  no  fufficiem  reafon  for  the 
cenfures  he  has  fo  liberaly  uttered,  inafmuch  as 
Chriftian  candour  ought  to  have  taught  hiin  that 
there  was  at  lead  a probable  reafon  to  conclude  tto 
they  might  be  juftibable  ia  their  eflbits* 
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Art.  III.  TrrcguUr  and  inconjijient  ConduU, 


1.  “ He  has  lately  faid,  that  if  he  was  difmiffed 
from  his  people,  and  another  perfon  fettled  here,  who 
did  not  fuit  him,  or  whofe  fentimen^  were  not  agreed- 
able  to  him,  he  would  do  him  all  the  hurt  he  could, 
and  keep  up  a divilion  in  town.’^ 

Voted  Unanmoufly,  • 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
”Brown*s  declarations  were  offo  indifcreet  and  con;, 
tentious  a complexion,  as  to  militate  with  thepacifid 
fpirit  of  the  Gorpel,  and  to  interrupt  the  benignant 
influence  of  genuine  religion. 

2.  He  refufed- to  hear  the  prayers  of  the  Coun- 
cil who  refulted  againft  him,  and  afterwards  folemnp 
ly  denied  the  facl.’* 

Voted  Vuanimovjly^ 

That  Mr.  Brown’s  conduft  in  refufing  to  hear 
the  prayers  of  the  Council,  was  a criminally  irrever- 
ent treatment  of  the  appointed  duty  of  prayer,  an  in- 
excufeable  and  indecorous  infult  offered  to  his  fath- 
ers in  Chrift’s  Church,  and  calculated  to  give  reafon- 
able  offence  to  all  the  friends  of  order  and  piety  ^ 
and  that  hi  fubfeqiient  denial  of  the  declaration  which 
it  appears  that  he  made,  that  “ he  did  not  want^  their 
pra)ers,”  fubjeded  him  to  the  imputatibn'  of  falfe. 
hood  ; but  the  Council  charitably  hope,  that,  accor- 
ding to  his  defence,  through  the  perturbation  of  paf- 
fion,  it  might  have  efcaped  his  memory. 

~ 3.  He  faid  at  Waltham,  at  the  houfe  of  Capt. 
Weffon,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  W ard  of  Brookfield,  on 
a certain  Sunday,  when  he  preached  at  Brimficid,  in- 
vited a number  of  people  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  WiL 
iirims,  and  advifed  them  not  to  fettle  Mr.  Br  own— 
which  was  not  true — And  that  afterwards,  when  Mr. 
Ward  returned  home,  he  advifed  Mr.  Brown  not  to 
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fettle  in  Brimfield,  becaufeif  he  did,  be  would  fettle 
in  a quarrel  which  was  falfe.” 

Voted  IJnanimoiiJly^ 

That  this  Council  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Brown 
uttered  reports  at  Capt.  Weflbns  Inn  at  Wakharrij 
in  a promifeuous  colle6lion  of  pec  ple,  and  on  other 
occafions,  refpe6ling  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  of  Brook, 
field,  which  'he  had  not  4'ufficient  reafon  to  credit^ 
and  made  declarations,  the  truth  of  which  he  has  not 
been  able  to  fubftantiate  by  any  competent  evidenccg 
and  which  of  confeqocjnce,  ought  to  be  reputed 
falfe  and  fcandaioui.  ! 

4 ‘‘  He  has  tarried  at  Balls  at  unfeafonable  hours.” 

Voted  Unanimoujly^  ; ’ ^ * 

That  Mr.  Brown  is  not  convi£lcd  generally 
of  unfeafonablenefs  in  tarrying  at  Balls;  but  that  he 
has  neverthelefs,  indulged  himfelf  in  an  attendance 
upon  thefe  fccnes  of  amufement,  in  a manner  that 
does  not  comport  with  the  piety  and  gravity  becom- 
ing a Chriftian  Bifhop,  and  which  difeovers  a want 
of  a proper  folkitude  to  difeourage  habits  of  diffipa.^ 
tioh. 

5.  His  treatment  of  Lt.  Jonathan  Brown,  call, 
ing  him  a liar,  holding  his  cane  or  ftick  at  him  in  an- 
ger, and  faying  that  “ if  it  were  not  for  his  black  coat 
he  would  give  it  to  him,  and  teach  him  to  treat  maor, 
kind  better/’ 

V 

Voted  Unanimoiijly^ 

That  though  Mr.  Brown  appears  to  have  had  pro. 
tJ'ocation  from  the  manner  in  which  he  was  treated  by 
Lt.  Brown,  yet  his  condu6i:  and  language  on  the  oc- 
cahon  were  quite  incompatible  with  that  forbearance, 
meeknefs,  and  rendering  good  for  evil,  which  are  en- 
joined as  effehtiai  duties  of  the  Chrifuan,  efpecially 
of  the  Chrillian  Minifter. 
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6.  His  faying  that  afking  bleOings  and  returning' 
thanks  at  ii'  :al  times  was  out  of  falbion — alfo  his  ob- 
jcBing  to  take  lodgings,  before  he  was  inhalled  in  the- 
family  of  Mr.  Noah  Hitchcock,  giving  this  as  a rea- 
fon,  that  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  make  long  prayers 
and  afk  a bleffing^  and  return  thanks,  at  every 
meal.” 

Voted  UnanimonJIy^ 

That  in  what  Mr.  Brown  faid  upon  the  Tubje6l:  of 
grace  at  meals,  he  appears  to  have  had  reference  to 
tea  tables  principally,  and  that  his  obfervations,  re: 
cited  in  this  charge  are  fo  far  reprehenfible^  as  they 
indicated  a want  of  due  deference  for  the  received 
forms  of  piety. 

7.  “Mr.  Brown  has  not  a proper  regard  to  the 
Sabbath  or  Lords  day — inftances,  his  fpeaking  flightly 
of  it,  and  his  vifuing  on  it.” 

Voted  - U nanimoujly^  ■ 

That  there  is  not  evidence  that  Mr.  Brown’s  appr  c- 
henfions  of  the  nature  of  the  Chridian  Sabbath  or  man- 
ner of  obferving  it;  are  inconfiftent  with  a due  Sanc- 
tiheation  of  it,  yet  his  obfervations,  as  reprefented  by 
the  witnelTes,  were  fuch  in  their  kind  and  manner,  as 
were  calculated  to  raife  in  themihds  of  others,  a fuf- 
picion  that  he  did  not  duly  reverence  it,  and  wss 
prone  to  indulge  levity  with  regard  to  this  divine 
Inftitution. 

Art,  IV.  Irregular  introduBion  into  OJice, 

“ Mr.  Brown  never  had  a regular  Call  from  the 
Church  fince  the  time  when  he  withdrew  his  anfwex 
to  the  Call  of  the  town — and  his  fettlement  is  not 
regular.” 

Voted  Unanimovjly^ 

That  if  appears  to  the  Council  there  was  a vote  of 
the  Church  palTed  March  7th  1775,  and  renewed 
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June  1(117899  declaring  that  fucb  pcrfons  as  liavc 
cwnedorrenewed  the  baptil'mal  covenant,  and  received 
baptifm  for  themfelves  and  their  children,  arc  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  and  under  its  watch  and  care, 
with  feveral  additional  and  elucidating  claules,  on  the 
ground  of  which,  two  or  three  perfons  in  this  pre- 
dicament with  two  others,  not  in  the  ordinary  hate 
of  Chrihian  connexion  with  this  Church,  the  one  be- 
ing not  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  and  the  other  not 
in  full  handing  in  any  Church,  came  forward  on  the 
21ft  of  May  1798,31  a Church  meeting  as  voters,  and 
formed  a majority  ; which  majority  alfumed  to  inca- 
pacitate theexihing  Moderatorhy  creating  a new  one. 
It  appears  to  the  council  that  it  was  by  the  majority 
thus  formed,  and  under  a moderatorfhip  of  their  ap- 
pointment, that  the  Call  to  Mr.  Brown  was  renewed, 
on  the  ground  and  by  the  authority  of  which  only,  his 
inhallment  proceeded. 

Though  the  council  do  not  prefume  to  determine 
any  queftions  merely  legal,  they  deem  it  of  great  im- 
portance in  an  ecclefiahicai  view,  to  afcertain  the 
validity  of  thefe  proceedings — and  on  this  fubjebl 
they  are  neceffitated  to  fay,  that,  as  there  was  a vote 
paffed  by  the  Church  dated  July  6th  1775,  determin- 
ing that  all  members  of  the  Church,  that  willingly  and 
willfully  feparate  or  withdraw  themfelves  from  the 
ftated  worfhip  or  ordinances  in  the  fame,  i?)r  the  fpace 
of  twelve  months,  fhail  be  barred  from  all  Church  priv- 
ileges, fuch  as  partaking  of  the  Lord  s fupper,  bapiifni 
for  children,  and  voting  in  the  Church,  until  they  con- 
fefs  their  fault,  or  delire  a trial  of  their  cafe  in  the 
Church — and  as  it  cannot,  by  any  realbnable  con- 
ftrudion,  or  under  the  authority  of  any  Chriftian 
iifages  in  thefe  Churches,  befuppofed  that  the  former 
vote  of  March  7th  1775  was  defigned  to  conhitute 
the  perfons  therein  named  voters  in  Church  prior  to 
their  compliance  with  the  fealing  ordinance  of  the 
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Lord’s  Slipper,  efpecially  after  they  had  for  years  ne- 
glected ihofe  duties,  the  negleQ  of  which  was  madc^ 
by  vote  of  the  Church,  a total  difqualification  for 
Communion  and  voting  in  the  Church,  to  its  undif- 
puted  members;  and  as  the  Church  by  a vote  paffed 
April  2ith  1798,  in  confequence  of  exifting difficul- 
ties determined  “ to  let  all  matters  reh”  and  to  admit 
no  member  till  the  Church  agree  upon  fome  mode  of 
procedure  which  vote  was  never  refeinded  ; the  ad- 
mi  ffio  ) of  the  halfway  covenanters  above  mentioned, 
to  form  the  majority,  was  irregular  and  oppreffive,  and 
could  not  give  a validity  tothe  votes  of  the  meeting  on 
May  2 lit,  conftitutmg  a new  Moderator, and  renew- 
ing the  call  to  Mr.  Brown.  Befides  which,  it  is  to 
be  confidered,  that,  fuppofing  the  votes  of  thefeper- 
lons  in  this  predicament  were  to  be  deemed  valid,  the 
vote  of  the  perfon  ceriifica.ted  from  Wooditock  can- 
not claim  to  come  under  the  authority  of  the  vote  of 
the  Church  already  mentioned,  which  refpe6ted  its 
own  halfway  covernanters  only,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  deemed  valid  on  any  principle,  which  of  itfelf  will, 
according  to  the  reprefeniat^ns  made  to  the  Council, 
reduce  the  votes  of  the  Church  to  a tie.  On  tbefe 
principles  the  Council  cannot  but  conclude,  that  the 
proceedings  relating  to  the  call  and  inftalment  of  Mr. 
Brown  are  contrary  to  the  ufages  of  the  Churches,  a 
violation  of  eccicftahical  right  and  order,  & of  courfe 
ought  to  be  confiderered  ecclefiaftically  null  and  void. 

1 he  Council  having  carefully  confidered  the  above 
ilated  allegations,  reafonings  and  fafts,  and  efpe- 
cial’y  the  inllances  of  dirpofitions  and  condu6f  in 
the  R'^v.  Clark  Brown,  unfuitahle  to  the  Chriflian 
and  Minifferial  charaQer,  by  perfiffing  in  many  of 
which,  he  has  difappointed  the  hope  avowed,  and 
negl^ded  the  exhortation  given  by  his  fathers  and 
brethren  at  the  time  of  his  Inftallation  ; having  re- 
flected on  the  magnitude  and  caufes  of  the  oppofiuoil 
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to  the  entire  improbabHitv  of  its  termination, 
during  his  continuance  in  the  Miniltryin  this  place, 
the  ruinous  confequences  of  the  c ivifion,  thus  per- 
petuated, to  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  prorpctiiy  of 
this  town,  and  the  hope  and  prolp^  d of  the  reiiora- 
tion  of  harmony  in  the  Chriliian  and  tivil  commu- 
nity here  by  means  of  his  removal,  are  conftrained 
unanimoufly  to  declare  their  ft  rious  and  folcmn  opin- 
ion, in  favour  of  the  difiTolution  of  his  connexion 
Y^iih  ti  is  people  i and  they  do  accordingly  advife  hinj 
to  take  the  proper  heps  to  procure  this  diffoluii(>n,  and 
to  ceafe  afterwards  from  the  miniftcrial  lervice  in  this 
place;  and  they  advife  this  people  to  epnfent  tothe 
meafure. 

The  Council  now  take  leave  to  fubjoin  fome  clof- 
ing  obfervations,  which  will  be  expreffive  of  their 
feelings,  expedations  and  frienuly  concern  with  ref- 
ped  to  the  lifue  of  the  iranfadions  of  this  day.  It  is 
with  the  moft  fincere  regret  that  the  Council  fee  a ref. 
pectable  town,  favorably  fiiuated,  enriched  with  the 
bounties  of  nature,  and  once  happy  in  iis  religious^ 
order  and  enjovments  under  the  miniftrations  of  ah' 
amiable  fervant  of  Chrift,  now  fleeping  with  his  fa- 
thers, diftraded  with  diyihons,  and  miferable  from 
the  want  ofa  will  to  be  happy.  Long  experience 
hath  taught  you,  chriftian  bre  thren  and  friends,  more 
forcibly  than  any  verbal  defeription  can  communL 
cate,  the  fad  detail  ol  infelicities  which  are  infeparably 
attached  to  the  heat  of  controverfy  and  the  way- 
wari  obftinacy  of  paflion.  Will  you  not  retire 
from  this  tempeft  into  the  calm  haven  of  a fettled  and 
friendly  repole  ? Meet  on  Chrillian  principles,  and 
under  the  influence  of  the  Chriflian  (pirir,  and 
you  will  meet  to  be  cordial  and  happy,  Ihe  demon 
of  difcord  will  vanifli  from  your  public  and  domef- 
tic  circles,  and  every  countenance  will  gladden  into 
joy.  That  you  fliould  facriflee  opinions  which  you 
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deem  fcicred,  cannot  be  expe6led  ; but  be  cautious 
not  to  fubftitute  prejudice,  for  piety,  and  the  te- 
iiacioufiiefs  of  a pariizan,  for  the  fidelity  of  the 
Chridian.  The  Council  cannot  have  fo  much  con- 
fidence in  the  wifdom  of  their  decifions,  or  the  in- 
fiant  cefl'ation  of  a hoftile  fpirit,  as  to  expe6l  that  their 
refult  will,  at  once,  meet  with  the  approbation  of  both 
parties  ; one  at  lealf,  will  probably  be  difgufted — 
it  may  terminate  in  the  difpleafure  of  both.  At  all 
events  they  claim  a right  to  the  beft  interpretation 
of  their  views.  They  calculate  upon  the  mofl 
punctual  and  honorable  performance  of  flipulated 
. duty,  and  earneftly  entreat  that  the  labour  they  have 
fuftained,  and  the  efforts  they  have  made  in  invefti- 
gating  your  troubles,  and  preferibing  the  means  of 
their  cure,  may  not  be  ineffe6lual. 

Tq  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  we  beg  leave  to  addrefs 
ourfelves  in  a friendly  but  ferious  manner. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  moft  fincerely  fyrnpatbize  with  you  in  the 
4ffli6lions  into  which  you  are  plunged,  and  the  un- 
^^leafant  profpedls  which  our  decifions  may  not  im- 
probably open  o your  view.  But  to  exonerate  you 
from  great  blame,  as  the  voluntary  caufe  of  them, 
would  be  to  counteraQ:  the  complexion  of  our  own 
refult,  and  to  trifle  with  the  moft  deliberate  fenti. 
ments  of  our  own  min<}s.  It  would  be  to  injure, 
rather  than  to  befriend  you.  We  are  not  an  in- 
quifitorial  tribunal,  but  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  organs 
of  his  truth.  You  will  not  allow  yourfelf  in  the  wan- 
tonnefs  of  popular  prejudice  againlt  ecclefiaftical 
Councils,  fo  far, .as  to  arm  yourfelf  with  obflinacy  a- 
gainfl  their  decifions,  and  repudiate  the  falutary  lef- 
ioMS  they  offer  to  your  mind.  We  then  exhort  you 
fir — Never  be  fo  tenacious  of  fyftem,  as  to  fail  of 
bringing  all  your  opinions  to  the  flandard  of  God’s 
holy  word.  Review  the  various  fleps  of  your  con- 
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dll 61  by  which  you  have  expofed  yoiirfelfto  thole 
fcveral  criminations  we  have  been  obliged  to  rati- 
fy. Confider  the  deleterious  effetts  fuch  deviations 
from  moral  rule  are  calculated  to  produce  with  ref. 
peclto  Cbriftian  confidenccjand  focial  order,  cfpecia!- 
ly  in  this  day  of  demoralization  and  diltridl.  Confid- 
erhow  they  are  calculated  to  fink  into  difcredit,  men 
whofe  official  influence  ought  to  be  guaranteed  by  all 
the  friends  of  human  happinefs,  and  to  augment  a 
laxnefs  of  principle  and  manners  fubverfive  of  ali 
true  piety.  We  beg  you  to  examine  ferioufly,  and 
to  afk  prayerfully  whether  you  have  not  reafon  for 
fclf  reproach  and  contrition  We  entreat  you  to  re- 
fort to  the  bofom  of  divine  mercy,  and  forever  turn 
with  detefiation  from  thofe  indulgences  which  arc 
offenfive  to  God,  and  which  menace,  wiih  aweful  a. 
larms,  the  perdition  of  the  foul.  You  need  not  be 
informed  that  he  who  confeffeth  and  forfaketh  his 
fins  ffiaii  find  mercy.  We  commend  you  to  the 
mercy  and  prote6lion,  the  guidance,  and  bleffing  off 
GOD,  praying  that  you  maybe  wile,  difcreet,  holy 
and  happy  here,  and  the  rich  pofTeffor  of  eternal  glo- 
ry hereafter. 

We  now  commend  all  parties  and  perfons  to  GOI> 
and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 
you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  ai! 
them  that  are  ran6lified,  and  earnellly  pray  that  the 
peace  of  GOD  which  paffeth  all  underfianding  may 
keep  your  hearts,  through  jefus  Chriit  our  Lord 
and  Saviour. 

By  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Council. 

Attefl, LLIAB  STONE,  Moderator. 

JED.  MORSE,  Scribe. 
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